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alternative rate philosophies and strategies. Registration is available
through NWPPA.

Oregonians Play Key Roles at NRECA Meeting

A chilly NRECA meeting in Atlanta featured Oregon co-op direc-
tors and staff playing important roles. of PNGC con-
tinued to protect Northwest interests in the Power and Generation
Committee, and Lane Director * added his consider-
able expertise to the Telecommunications Committee. Oregon Trail
Electric Co-op staff also had high-profile assignments: ©

ee led a presentation on communication tools for co-ops and
provided the entertainment at the

engineering aide .
ACRE breakfast.

Keeping Us Strong—Rick Hall

If you have ever enjoyed a statewide co-op meeting in the Pacific
Northwest, you probably have o e to thank. Hall and his
General Pacific crew are fixtures at co-op
events in the Northwest, and are tremen-
dous supporters of ORECA.

Hall is CEO of General Pacific (GenPac),
one of the leading wholesale stocking dis-
tributors in the Northwest serving the elec-
trical utility, water utility and contractor
markets since 1965.

A Vietnam-era Air Force veteran, Hall
went to work for GenPac in 1986 out of the cable TV business.
In 1996, after a brief time away from the company, he became
CEO. He has seen a lot of changes in the industry, but one thing
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remains constant.

“Customers want value and for you to solve problems for them,”
he said.

Hall had to solve his own problems when he took on the enor-
mous task of overseeing GenPac’s new building. You are apt to find
him on the road just as much as in the office, telling people about
the variety of GenPac’s services: from AMI to water systems to
Web hosting.

Hall and his wife, Joan, have three children.

“The thing to know about Rick Hall,” said former ORECA
Executive Director Sandy Flicker, “is that he’s always been there for
us’ m

Rep. Arnie Roblan
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View
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West

Perspective from
the ORECA
president

Wheels of Industry

Where is the Green Economy?

It's been customary for quite
some time, particularly when
the economy is on the exhaust
stroke for our politicians, to
promise a chicken in every pot.
Personally, it's an appeal that has
never particularly stroked me—
perhaps because in my youth,
when the pantry got a bit bare,
my mother would head for the
chicken yard with a meat cleaver
and I knew that dinner was
going to taste like an old hen.

Lately, I've heard claims of
political leaders that they were
going to morph the economy
into a green economy, which
would provide everlasting prosperity so that everyone
would have two chickens in every pot all the time.

It doesn’t work for me. I can't stand the smell of one
chicken in a pot, and the thought of two all the time is
unfathomable.

My message of the month is to invite you to think
about whether “green” can even be used in a sensible
fashion with the word “economy’” Except in the context
of some con game, I'm not at all convinced that it can,
at least in the sense promised.

It's been written that the value of goods and services
consist of the sum of the labor and capital used to
make them, though Karl Marx argued that it was really
only labor. I suggest to you that the answer is really
“labor and energy” Thus, to get a widget, we bend our
back and use the wheels of industry which, though
purchased by capital (money) are turned with energy.

The “green” economy contemplates stripping the
energy out of the economy. If we do this, or alterna-
tively make the cost of the energy unaffordable, the
wheels of industry do not turn, and we don't have a
green economy. We have no economy beyond what we
can produce with our labor.

Since at least the stone age, man has made use of
energy—most commonly fire—to raise his standard of
living. However nauseating it may be to smell a chicken
in the pot, it’s even less pleasant if it has not been in the
pot.

More seriously, the problem is that the political
approaches to carbon controls are completely upside
down. Classic, but not unique, are all of the versions of
cap and trade floating around Washington, as well as
many of the local “me too” proposals.

The problem has to do with the populist urge to
focus the costs of the carbon controls on business and

industry. The proponents are half right in provid-

ing many exclusions for individuals and homes on
the basis that they aren’t the cause of the issue (per-
haps just for political expediency), but the result is to
focus the full fury of the controls on big energy-using
businesses and industries. The self-defeating aspect
of this is that they are the ones with enough at stake
that they can and will move offshore or simply cease
business.

If we are to have an economy, we need steel mills,
paper mills, cement kilns and all kinds of other com-
mercial and industrial facilities. The planet won't be
better off if they move to some developing country
where they can function, but we will be much worse
off. We won't have an economy. We have an economy
because we have the wheels of industry.

No country can maintain a decent standard of liv-
ing without producing goods and services, and if we
insist on operating like a banana republic, we will be
one. You can't just pass a law requiring industries to use
80 percent less energy and blow off the consequences
of your actions by offering to retrain those who lose
their jobs as windmill mechanics. It isn’t going to hap-
pen. Those tax credits that make windmills turn, and
which deplete our government treasuries, depend on at
least someone making some actual money—something
that will never happen if industry is systematically
decimated.

Abundant, affordable energy underlies every aspect
of our economy. Without it, there will be no chicken,
no pot and no way to heat the pot if you had one. m



