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Electric Co-op Leaders Take to the Capitol;
Net-Metering and RPS Dominate Agenda

PUC pole attachment
workshop, Salem

April 6
Douglas Electric
annual meeting
(75th celebration),
Roseburg

April 9
Oregon Utility
Notification Center
meeting, Wilsonville

April 12
Central Electric
annual meeting,
Redmond

April 17
ORECA managers’
meeting, Hines

April 20
Umatilla Electric
annual meeting,
Hermiston

April 27
Oregon Trail Electric
annual meeting,
La Grande

April 29-May 1

Rep. Greg Smith (R-Heppner) gives a stirring luncheon speech on the importance of being
relevant in Salem.

The timing for ORECA’s Legislative
Day activities could not have been
better as lawmakers are now making
key decisions on important energy
legislation. More than 60 electric
co-op leaders attended the twoday event in Salem, which was
packed with briefings on current

NRECA Legislative
Conference,
Washington, D.C.

May 1
OPUC pole
attachment
settlement
conference, Salem

May 4
Harney Electric
annual meeting,
McDermitt, NV

May 11
Coos-Curry annual
meeting, Port Orford

May 18
Midstate Electric
annual meeting,
La Pine

“We are trying to be
problem solvers.”

—Lisa Schwartz
ODOE director

issues and meetings in the Capitol.
On the opening day, Rep. Greg
Smith (R-Heppner) gave a stirring
luncheon speech on the importance
of being relevant in Salem.
“Get to know your legislator,”
Smith implored the group. “We are
regular people.”
New Oregon Department of
Energy Director Lisa Schwartz also
addressed co-op leaders, outlining
her vision for energy efficiency and
a new culture of customer service
for her department.
“We are trying to be problem
solvers,” Schwartz said.
West Oregon Director Robert
Van Natta acknowledged the
challenge ahead of Schwartz and
told her, “we appreciate what you
have done in a short time.”
The next day’s activities were held
at the Capitol, where Rep. Bruce
Hanna (R-Roseburg), last session’s
co-speaker, kicked off the session
discussing Oregon’s fiscal climate

ORECA’s Ted Case, Central Electric CEO Dave
Markham and Director Shirley McCullough
discuss issues with Rep. Jason Conger
(R-Bend.)

and the importance of electric
co-ops carrying their message
to legislators. With several netmetering bills pending, electric coop leaders discussed cost shifts that
may hit low-income consumers.
They also addressed the
unintended consequences of the
renewable portfolio standard as
a result of data centers. While
the issues were complex and the
legislation fast-moving, ORECA
Executive Director Ted Case said
the participants were able to back
them up with a local flavor. Lane
Electric’s Chris Seubert articulated
the issues to Eugene-area legislators
in a simple, sincere and efficient
manner.
“The work they did these two
days will carry us through the
session,” Case said.
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Co-op Leader Testifies
Before Senate Committee
A key Senate panel took up
community net-metering legislation
(SB 562) on March 21 and heard
compelling testimony from Lane
Electric General Manager Rick
Crinklaw.
The Senate Business and
Transportation Committee heard

testimony from several utilities in
opposition to SB 562. Crinklaw
testified that the proposal “was
duplicative to the renewable programs
already offered by many electric coops.”
The bill was one of the centerpieces
of ORECA Legislative Day. ORECA
opposes the legislation in its current
form.

CPI employee Steve Johnson sets up net-metering for a customer.

Director Roy Carlson, Columbia Basin Electric
Meet your new ORECA board member
Roy Carlson joined the Columbia Basin Electric Board
of Directors in 2006, at the urging of a neighbor, and
joined the ORECA Board of Directors in 2013.
Carlson focuses on representing member needs and
“preserving a way of life” in rural Oregon. Part of the
job is selling new technologies, such as solar and wind,
if they are cost-effective and a good match for the
communities.
One of the biggest issues facing Fossil (population
420), where Carlson lives, is there are few opportunities
for young people.
“They have to go somewhere else to get an education
and few come back because of the limited number
of jobs in the area,” said Carlson. “The challenge is
having sufficient jobs to keep young people adequately

employed in the area.”
For 30 years, Carlson worked for the U.S. Department
of Agriculture as a resource conservationist, including
the last 10 years in a Portland office, where he provided
technical assistance to farm service/soil conservation
offices throughout the state. His wide-ranging job
included range conservation, water quality, wetland
management, erosion control and endangered species.
Since retirement, Carlson does complete home
remodels in the community and volunteers at the Fossil
Museum doing building repairs. Last year, he helped
restore a sheepherder’s wagon.
Carlson is restoring the area’s history while, at the
same time, building its future.
—Lisa Logie

Lawmakers Encourage Relationships, Reaching Out
Perspective from the ORECA president

In the
RED
ZONE

Sometimes there is a tendency to view ORECA’s
Legislative Days purely as a chance for us to make sure
our legislators know—and will support—our positions.
No doubt, that is a main objective. But the two-day
event also lets us hear our representatives’ advice on
how we can help defeat bad bills and promote passage
of good ones.
Our first day was dedicated to briefings from the
experts on the legislative and political processes, and
an in-depth review of our key positions and talking
points. I was as impressed with the command of the
issues shown by the participating co-op managers and
directors as I was with the strength of our numbers. In
all, about 60 leaders attended.
We assembled at the Capitol the next morning for
the key activity, taking to the statehouse offices and
hallways to meet individually with our cooperative’s
representatives and senators. While we didn’t receive
universal acceptance, all encounters were friendly and
the vast majority were supportive and positive.
The visits provided some valuable insights into

what we must do to continue meeting our challenges.
Legislators frequently mentioned the importance of
maintaining our personal relationships with them,
as well as those we might not know. We consistently
heard about the great job done by Ted Case, but were
reminded that our communications and relationships
are essential to the effectiveness of our efforts. We were
advised that we need to reach out to those legislators
not served by a cooperative and educate them about
how our business structure and history makes us
unique from the investor-owned utility serving them.
Our memberships need to engage and speak up,
and we must view our legislative work as a year-round
effort, not one limited to certain months each year.
I like to say lobbying is not glamorous work, but it
is vital. The benefits may not always be immediately
apparent, but it is important that legislators know our
position on the issues and how they affects co-ops.
That knowledge works to our benefit when the time
comes to vote on a bill important to co-ops.
				—Dave Markham
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Proposed
Change to
DIG Law
The Oregon Department of Transportation
(ODOT) is seeking an exemption from the
call-before-you-dig regulations for survey
work. Currently, surveyors are required to
locate and then use noninvasive methods
in the reasonably accurate zone around
known underground facilities.
ODOT brought the issue to the Oregon
Utility Notification Center in 2011. The

CleanHydro Campaign
Stresses Benefits of
Hydropower

request was denied because of concern it
would undermine the integrity of Oregon’s
landmark dig law.
SB 550 was introduced in the 2013
legislative session seeking the exemption for
ODOT. The bill is not expected to make it
out of committee.
At a March 20 meeting, Ron Singh,
ODOT chief of surveys, said the current
law “severely restricts their ability to do
work.”
Committee Chairwoman Jennifer Carter
said the original intent of the law was
protection of underground facilities, not the
convenience of operators.
benefits of the Columbia and Snake
river system, including 8 million acres
of irrigated farmland, 42 million tons of
cargo barged on the rivers, creation of
100,000 port-related jobs, generation of
$17 million in recreational tourism, flood
control, carbon reduction and as a reliable
renewable resource.

You have probably seen television
commercials stressing the importance
and relevance of
hydropower in our
daily lives. The NW
RiverPartners launched
a television and print
educational campaign
to reach Oregonians
Nearly everything we depend on wields the immense power of electricity. This bodes
about the importance
well for hydropower, because in the Northwest it provides 90 percent of our renewable
energy. And it keeps 100 percent of our air clean. Learn more at CleanHydro.com
of hydropower and its
tremendous economic
and environmental
benefits in our daily
lives.
The campaign
explains the multiple

With great power
comes great responsibility.

OTEC Creates Award
Honoring Founder
Peggi Timm
Oregon Trail
Electric Cooperative
has created the
Peggi Timm Civic
Leadership Award
to recognize “the
spirit of volunteerism
to improve life in
our communities,”
announced Steve
Schauer, OTEC
member services director.
The award is named for Peggi Timm,
OTEC Board member, who was the
driving force behind the creation of
OTEC and served as its first Board
President.
The annual award will be given to a
woman living in OTEC’s service area who
has “led in the creation, revitalization and
success of local organizations.”
OTEC will contribute $25,000 to a
nonprofit organization chosen by the
recipient. The award is funded through
OTEC’s unclaimed capital credit account.
Selection of the first award recipient will
be made by the OTEC Board of Directors
and announced at its annual meeting
April 27.

Peter Blood, NCP Energy
Profiling ORECA’s associate members
Peter Blood has one of the most diverse backgrounds
in the electric utility business. He has worked for
companies ranging from Merrill Lynch and Arthur
Anderson to the BPA, Calpine and TransAlta.
When building new resources, most co-ops rely
on funding from CRC, as the primary lender for the
nation’s electric co-ops, in addition to supplemental
loans from RUS. In 2010, Blood founded Natural
Capital Partners (NCP) Energy to combine the
financing and building of energy projects into a single
company. NCP Energy finances, builds and operates
conventional and renewable energy projects.
“By financing, building and attaching resources to
transmission lines, NCP Energy in effect creates a
virtual utility,” Blood said.

NCP Energy structures hedge plans, acquires power
purchase agreements, secures interconnection and
transmission service agreements, and structures and
arranges financing for renewable and conventional
energy resources.
Blood started his career in telecommunications, was
a market trader in Texas after deregulation, worked for
large Fortune 500 companies and now manages NCP’s
office in Portland.
In April, Blood plans to go to Nicaragua to volunteer
with Green Empowerment, a nonprofit that provides
renewable energy and water systems to alleviate
poverty and improve the environment in countries
such as Nicaragua, Peru and the Philippines.
—Lisa Logie
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ORECA 2013 Legislative Days
All Legislative Day photos courtesy of Jeff Beaman, Central Electric

Rep. Bruce Hanna
(R-Roseburg) discusses
Oregon’s fiscal climate
and the importance of
electric co-ops carrying
their message to
legislators.

Central Electric director
Shirley McCollough, left,
Columbia Basin director
Lori Anderson and
Blachly-Lane director
Cheryl Haskell
participate in the
legislative briefings.

Sen. Doug Whitsett (R-Klamath Falls)
discusses net-metering legislation
with co-op directors and managers.

Rep. Hanna (R-Roseburg)
shares some good humor
with Ron Sommerfeldt and
others.

Representatives from Central Electric
and Midstate Electric meet with Sen.
Tim Knopp (R-Bend). From left,
Shirley McCullough, Sen. Knopp,
Dave Markham, Vic Russell, Ron
Sommerfeldt, Bill Kopacz, Teresa
Lackey, Diana Cox, Dave Schneider,
Leland Smith and Alan Parks.
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