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Important
ORECA Dates
August 16
West Oregon annual
meeting, Vernonia

September 6
Surprise Valley annual
meeting, Alturas,
California

Oregon Youth Tour delegates
from left, Andrew Damitio
(Consumers Power, Inc.),
Mariah Ribeiro (Oregon Trail
Electric Cooperative), Erin
Bodfish (OTEC), Ashley
Standridge (Douglas),
Michael Stephens (Wasco),
Aimee Green (Lane), Kate
Averett (OTEC), Thomas Gould
(Columbia Basin), Jeremiah
Petzholdt (Columbia Basin)
and Marta Faulkner (OTEC).

September 13
Consumers Power
annual meeting,
Philomath

September 15-17
Oregon Legislature
Interim Committee
meetings, Salem

October
ORECA Board
Meeting, TBA

October 14-16
Regions 7 & 9
meeting, Omaha,
Nebraska

November 4
Election Day

November 6
Columbia Basin
annual meeting,
Condon

November 15
Wasco annual
meeting, The Dalles

December 2-4
ORECA annual
meeting, Salem

Oregon Youth Tour Students
Experience History—and Humidity
Ten Oregon students joined the 1,644 students from
43 states in Washington, D.C., in mid-June for the
annual Rural Electric Cooperative Youth Tour.
The event, inspired by Lyndon B. Johnson’s speech
at an annual meeting, celebrated its 50th year. The students, most of whom are starting their senior year of
high school this fall, enjoyed a weeklong, all-expensespaid trip during a summer heat wave in Washington,

D.C. In addition to the monuments, the Oregon group
spent the day on Capitol Hill and had a great meeting
with Congressman Greg Walden.
Oregon cooperative participation in the youth tour
has increased the past several years. We look forward
to taking an even bigger group for this incredible
opportunity next year. n

—Rachel Kloor

Lane Director Slated for Energy Facility Siting Council
Gov. John Kitzhaber selected Jack Billings, a Lane
Electric Cooperative director, to serve on the Oregon
Energy Facility Siting Council. Billings will replace
Umatilla Electric Co-op Director Bryan Wolfe.
In addition to his energy experience, Billings brings
decades of legal training to the council. In 1993, Gov.
Barbara Roberts appointed him to the Lane County
District Court. Less than two years later, Kitzhaber
appointed him to the Circuit Court, where he served
until his retirement in 2011.
“The EFSC has a key role in implementing our

energy goals,” Billings noted. “Oregon has a transparent, thoughtful and predictable siting policy, which
gives power developers assurance that the rules for new
facilities are fairly applied.”
“Bryan Wolfe served on the council with distinction
and now rural Oregon will have another leading voice
with Jack Billings,” said ORECA Executive Director
Ted Case.
The Oregon Legislature will take up Billings’
appointment later in the year. n

Hope to See You in Bend
Perspective from ORECA President Dave Markham

In the
RED
ZONE

When we decided to shake things up a bit by holding
the ORECA midyear meeting in Bend later this month,
it was not just change for the sake of change. The shift
from the cool, misty surroundings of our traditional
meeting spot at Salishan to the high desert warmth of
Central Oregon is in synch with our goal of improving
communications. It reinforces our effort to rotate our
board meetings around our members’ service areas and
get an on-the-ground feel for each other’s individual
circumstances.
I look forward to welcoming you to Midstate
Electric and Central Electric’s part of the state Tuesday,
July 15, through Thursday, July 17. We have an interesting blend of small cities and rural towns, and the
disparate political perspectives they bring about. I’m
confident everyone will find something to enjoy among
all that Bend has to offer, including the ACRE golf
tournament for those who find pleasure playing the
world’s most frustrating game.

A different source of frustration can be the blood
sport of politics, but the aim of our keynote sessions is
to shield you from any such negative thoughts going
into the approaching fall election season. Its outcome
will be pivotal in terms of who sits at the governor’s
desk, legislative party balance and the accompanying
makeup of leadership.
Our slate of featured speakers will expose us to different perspectives from both elected and appointed
officials on key energy- and co-op-related issues. In
the end, we will be more attuned to the challenges
ahead in the 2015 legislative session—an essential position because each of us will need to actively support
ORECA positions with legislators from our areas.
At midyear, we reach an important time to evaluate
ORECA’s progress and adjust our sights. In times like
these, with so many factors affecting our co-ops, it is
an opportunity none of us can afford to miss. n

ORECA Committees Face Off in Prineville
In May, two ORECA-sponsored committees
met in Prineville and had a behind-thescenes look at a Facebook data center,
something millions of people rely on every
day, but few get to see.
The May 8 tour was part of a joint meeting of ORECA’s engineering and operations
group and the newly formed informational
technology committee.
Facebook spokesperson Lee Weinstein
predicted before the tour that the data center will be “mind blowing.” It did not disappoint. Spanning the length of four football
fields with backup generators the size of
large tanks, the data center features row
after row of banks of servers and complex
overhead wiring.
“This is where your cell phone
photos are stored,” joked Facebook’s
Chuck Goolsbee.
Facebook uses a series of screens and
louvers to naturally heat, cool and ventilate
inside air temperature, which is critical to
protecting systems and equipment.
“Contrary to myth, computers can
withstand hot weather up to 130 degrees,
but can’t tolerate rapid changes—going
from freezing to 100 degrees in one day,”

While touring the Facebook data center in Prineville, ORECA’s E&O and IT committees learned about the complex
system of louvers, filters and generators that help heat, cool, ventilate and keep the power on to protect hundreds
of banks of servers. From left, Michael Richman, Salem Electric; Casey McCleary, Wasco Electric; Roger Kuhlman,
Brown & Kysar; Paul Birkeland, Oregon PUC; a Facebook employee; Shane Sweet, Harney Electric; and a Facebook
employee.

Goolsbee explained.
In addition to the tour, the two committees listened to a variety of speakers and

shared ideas on some of the operational
and technology issues facing electric
co-ops. n
—Lisa Logie

Rick Crinklaw, left, and
Shirley Cairns, right,
discuss the Columbia
River Treaty with Sen.
Jeff Merkley and Adrian
Deveny, energy aide to
Sen. Merkley.

The View from our Nation’s Capitol
Oregon co-op leaders
participated in the
annual NRECA
Legislative Conference,
visiting each of the delegation’s seven members

during a busy week on
Capitol Hill.
In addition to a highlevel meeting at the U.S.
Department of Interior
to discuss federal land

issues, co-op leaders
heard ORECA President
Dave Markham testify
before the House Natural
Resources Committee on
rights-of-way challenges.

Co-op Leaders Participate
in Financial Workshop
More than 30 Oregon electric co-op directors and staff participated
in a financial workshop put on by the National Rural Utilities
Cooperative Finance Corporation in conjunction with ORECA
on June 3-4. The workshop included presentations on topics such
as understanding financial statements, capital credits and electric
rates.
The workshop concluded with a behind-the-scenes look at CFC
by its longtime CEO, Sheldon Peterson. Peterson’s presentation
included a compelling account of a bond transaction on Wall Street
in the midst of a terrorist attack.
“The CFC presenters were outstanding,” said ORECA Executive
Director Ted Case. “I am always impressed with the level of
engagement by Oregon co-op leaders.” n
Central Electric Directors Shirley McCullough, left, and Dave Clemens, center,
along with Blachly-Lane Director Cheryl Haskell, confer during the June CFC financial
workshop.

In addition to perennial issues such as funding for the Rural Utilities
Service and regional
control of BPA, Oregon
electric co-op leaders

also advocated for the
Electrify Africa Act,
which was crafted to
help bring electricity to
Sub-Saharan Africa. n

