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Important
ORECA Dates
May 9
Midstate Electric
Cooperative annual
meeting, La Pine

May 12
Salem Electric annual
meeting, Salem

June 2-3
Director conference,
Embassy Suites,
Portland Airport

June 3
ORECA board
meeting, Embassy
Suites, Portland
Airport

June 25
Coos Curry Electric
annual meeting,
Port Orford
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Oregon Legislature Culls the Herd
And then there were 1,472. That is the number of
bills that remained alive of the original 2,609 bills
introduced this session in the Oregon Legislature. The
axe came down on the others after the first deadline
of April 21 to have committee action before legislation
officially died.
For electric co-ops, the number of bills is far
smaller, as recent action clarified many of the priority
issues co-op leaders discussed with legislators during
ORECA’s Legislative Day in March.
Of particular note was HB 2599, which called for
a winter moratorium on disconnections for nonpayment for specific consumer classes. While well
intentioned, Oregon co-op leaders argued the legislation would hurt the people they are trying to help by
getting consumers in deeper debt.
After extensive discussion with the bill sponsor,

July 14-16
ORECA midyear
meeting, Salishan
Resort

The Oregon House of Representatives passed House Bill 2599 on April 28.

Rep. Peter Buckley (D-Ashland), HB 2599 was
amended, jettisoning the moratorium for a report
on utility disconnect activities. The bill passed the
House on a vote of 41-19 on April 21, with Rep. Mark
Johnson (R-Hood River) expressing concern with the
bill.
The legislature also failed to take action on county
franchise fee legislation (S. 668) and on a proposal
expressing support for a drawdown of The Dalles Dam
to expose Celilo Falls (HJM 15).
“We’re always concerned with mandates on our coops,” said ORECA Executive Director Ted Case. “So
far, we’ve been successful telling our story about maintaining local control.”
In the final two months of the session, the legislature
will grapple with big-picture issues such as gun control,
ethics reform and a possible transportation package. n

ORECA Legislative Day Stresses Local Control
Nearly 70 co-op leaders made the biennial
journey to Oregon’s Capitol to meet with
legislators at the ORECA Legislative Day on
March 11. Managers, directors and co-op
staff filled their day with appointments with
members of the legislature who represent
their service territory.
Though there are different bills every
session, the goal remains the same for
Legislative Day: to share with legislators
what co-ops are doing in their communities,
and advocate against proposals that inhibit
providing affordable and reliable power. n
Clockwise from right, Douglas Electric board and management meet with Sen. Arnie Roblan. House Republican
Leader Mike McLane, left, and Senate Republican Leader
Ted Ferrioli welcome cooperative leaders to the Capitol
building. Lane Electric leaders meet with Rep. Phil
Barnhart outside the House floor.
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Save the Date!
2015 ORECA Midyear Meeting
Tuesday, July 14 through Thursday, July 16
Salishan Resort, Gleneden Beach

Eldrige to Step Down in 2016
Umatilla Electric Cooperative CEO Steve Eldrige
announced at the co-op’s April 18 annual meeting that he
will step down from his position in early 2016. Eldrige has
served at UEC for 44 years, including 24 years as manager.
At the meeting, Eldrige noted that UEC sells more
power than any electric co-op in Oregon, Washington,
Idaho, California and Montana.

Introducing ORECA Action
ORECA is proud to announce a new grassroots program:
ORECA Action. We have partnered with the National Rural
Electric Cooperative Association to offer a new website where
co-op members can learn about current state and federal issues,
and find and contact their elected officials.

Building a database is our priority, and several co-ops
are incorporating this into their upcoming annual meetings.
ORECA plans to activate members for pertinent legislative
and federal issues that affect their co-op. Sign up at www.oreca
action.org. n

ORECA is pleased
to offer education
opportunities for
directors.

ORECA Education Conference in June
ORECA will hold a director education
conference at the Portland Airport Embassy
Suites Tuesday, June 2, and Wednesday,
June 3. While geared toward electric co-op
directors, the program is available to all
Oregon electric co-op leaders and staﬀ.
“We’re really pleased with the turnout,”
said ORECA Legislative Representation

Rachel Kloor, who is helping to coordinate
the conference. “The speakers are first-rate,
and we’ll cover a diverse range of topics.”
The program will include discussions
of the basic charge, the future of the
Bonneville Power Association, community
solar and how legalized marijuana will aﬀect
co-op operations.

The session begins Tuesday at noon, and
includes a Tuesday evening program. The
session ends Wednesday at noon.
The evening speaker is Dave Rowe, a
former electric co-op executive and Super
Bowl champion with the Oakland Raiders.
For more information, contact ORECA at
(503) 585-9988.

