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meeting, The Dalles
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meeting, Salem
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Lane and Columbia Basin Select New Leaders
Two Oregon electric
co-ops selected new general
managers in August, replacing a combined 70 years of
experience between their
leaders.
After a nationwide
search, Lane Electric’s board
of directors selected Matt
Michel to serve as its new
general manager. Michel
begins October 1, succeed- Matt Michel
ing Rick Crinklaw, who
had been with Lane Electric for 37 years. Michel’s current position is with the Canby Utility Board, where he
served as the utility’s assistant general manager for two
years and general manager for four years. He is a native
of Ohio and earned a law degree from Lewis & Clark
College.
“The board feels that Matt Michel is the right fit for

Lane Electric and its members,” said Lane President
Chris Seubert.
Columbia Basin
Electric Co-op selected
Thomas Wolff to assume
the manager role beginning September 1. He
replaces Jerry Healy, who
announced his retirement earlier this year after
33 years of service at the
Thomas Wolff
co-op. Wolff has worked at
Columbia Basin for 15 years as the manager of finance
and administration. A Heppner native, Wolff is an
Oregon State University graduate and CPA.
“I have worked with both Matt and Tom and welcome them to their new roles,” said ORECA Executive
Director Ted Case. “It’s an exciting time to lead an
electric co-op.” n

December 6
Columbia Power
annual meeting,
Mitchell

Rep. Debbie Boone (D-Cannon Beach) and Rep. Bryan Witt (D-Clatskanie) visited the West Oregon Electric Cooperative office in Vernonia a
few weeks ago to meet with Manager Bob Perry and Board President Robert Van Natta. From left are Perry, Boone, Van Natta and Witt.

Mid-Year Meeting a Summer Success
Perspective from ORECA President Dave Markham

In the
RED
ZONE

Ted Case and the ORECA staff put considerable effort
into making our association meetings meaningful and
beneficial. I’m pleased to report the ORECA staff ’s
engine fired on all cylinders with the organization and
execution of our summer gathering in Bend.
One of the most appreciated portions was the all-day
educational session on Robert’s Rules of Order. I heard
numerous compliments as several directors said the
information would enhance the effectiveness and efficiency of their meetings.
The meetings of the government affairs and ACRE
committees warmed up their members for the varied
points of view offered by the general meeting’s slate of
political experts. The frank perspective best offered by
a retiring legislator is always enlightening, and outgoing Rep. Vicki Berger’s thoughts served up during
lunch drew particular praise.

Updates from NRECA on the dynamic world of
legal developments and federal emission regulations
provided the latest outlook in these areas. A community solar discussion among Ted, Christenson Electric’s
Alan Hickenbottom and the audience seemed like it
could have continued well past its allotted time. I was
pleased by our strong attendance, and I’m sure all who
attended believe the meeting was time well spent.
Finally, on a sad personal note, we at Central Electric
lost a long-standing and valuable member of our board
of directors with the sudden death of David Clemens
the Sunday following our ORECA meeting. David, who
was 76, served on the CEC board for 22 years.
We will miss his insights, perspective and friendship.
I’m sure all of you join me in extending sympathies to
David’s wife, Laurine, and the Clemens family. n

Finance, Accounting Group Meets
Oregon Electric Co-op chief financial officers and directors of finance
convened in Baker City in August for their annual membership meeting.
The speakers included representatives from the Bonneville Power
Administration, Federated Insurance, CoBank and the National Rural
Utilities Cooperative Finance Cooperation. The group also had a roundtable session on a range of co-op issues, including a legislative briefing from
ORECA’s Rachel Kloor.
The participants toured Oregon Trail Electric Co-op facilities and heard a
presentation from OTEC General Manager Werner Buehler. n

Douglas Director
Contends for NISC Board
Shirley Cairns of Douglas Electric has
announced her intent to run for the NISC
Board of Directors for Region 9.
“Douglas Electric is an original NISC
member,” she said. “I have the greatest
respect and admiration for NISC.”
Among other experience, Cairns brings
a lifetime of financial expertise to the position as a certified financial planner and an
enrolled agent for tax representation.
The voting for the NISC position
will open on October 15, 2014, and end
December 1. n

In Memoriam
Central Electric
Director David
Clemens died July 20
at his home in Black
Butte Ranch.
Clemens was
born in Corvallis
on September 14,
1937, and grew up
in Wasco, California.
He graduated from
Pamona College and
served in the U.S.
Army. Clemens is survived by his wife of 45 years,
Laurine; and his stepson, Brent Freeland.
Clemens had served as a director on the CEC
board since 1992. He was an excellent representative
of the Sisters area through his business activities
and his extensive involvement in civic organizations
such as the Deschutes Planning Commission, Sisters
Kiwanis and Bend’s Ronald McDonald House.
“Throughout his time on the CEC board, David
served on numerous committees, providing valuable
insights and counsel as the co-op addressed any
number of challenges—including trying economic
times —during his tenure as board chairman from
2008 to 2011,” said Central Electric General Manager
Dave Markham. n

ORECA Testifies on
Renewable Energy

Rep. Vega Pederson (D-Portland) attended a tour of Bonneville Dam with ORECA on
August 25. From left are Ben Hausmann, supervisory fisheries biologist; Pederson;
and Jerry Carroll, operations manager for Bonneville Lock and Dam.

ORECA Executive Director Ted Case testified in the Oregon House
Energy and Environment Committee during the September
interim days. Chair Rep. Paul Holvey (D-Eugene) scheduled the
hearing to give the committee an overview of the renewable
energy program and its impact on the grid.
In his testimony, Case outlined co-ops’ investment in landfill
gas, geothermal and interest in community solar. He discussed
the importance of the federal hydro system to Oregon’s electric
co-ops and applauded the record number of the fall chinook
coming back into the Columbia River system.
“It is a great success story, made possible by a nearly
$1 billion investment in fish and wildlife programs each year,”
Case told the committee. n

ORECA Mid-Year Meeting
“Bringing the Capitol to the High Desert” was the theme
for the 2014 ORECA mid-year meeting, reflecting the new
location at the Bend Riverhouse and the many legislators on
the agenda.
House Republican Leader Mike McLane (R-Powell Butte)
opened the meeting and welcomed the co-op leaders to
Central Oregon. He then was presented the ORECA Statesman
Award from Surprise Valley General Manager Brad Kresge for
his important work in ensuring the co-op received necessary
water permits for its geothermal project in Paisley.
Senate Republican Leader Ted Ferrioli gave the keynote
address, focusing on what he expects in the 2015 legislative
session. Other speakers included Rep. Vicki Berger (R-Salem),
Rep. Gene Whisnant (R-Sunriver) and candidate for state representative in District 54, Knute Buehler.
Also at the meeting, Columbia Basin Electric General
Manager Jerry Healy received the ORECA Distinguished
Service Award—the association’s highest honor.
ORECA’s Annual Meeting is December 2-4 at the Salem
Conference Center. n

Candidate for House District 54 Knute Buehler spoke about his campaign and
calling for public service at the Mid-Year Meeting luncheon. He was introduced
by his brother, OTEC General Manager Werner Buehler.

