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Important
ORECA Dates
November 12-14
RESMA, Phoenix, AZ

November 14
Columbia Basin
annual meeting,
Fossil

November 16
Wasco Electric annual
meeting, The Dalles

November 21
Annual Cooperative
Luncheon, Willamette
University, Salem

December 3-5
ORECA annual
meeting,
Salem Conference
Center

December 5
ORECA board
meeting, Salem

December 7
Columbia Power
Cooperative annual
meeting, Ukiah

January 9
ORECA strategic
planning, Salem

Umatilla Electric Director Bryan Wolfe presided over the Region IX resolutions meeting. Consumers Power CEO Roman Gillen served as parliamentarian.

Special Report: Oregon Hosts Region VII and IX Meeting
The NRECA Region VII and
IX meeting came to Portland
in October with a double dose
of unseasonable sunshine and
a bright focus on western
electricity issues.
Much to the delight of the 700
attendees, the meeting kicked
off in an unconventional fashion
with dancing from the Native
American Youth Association.
The opening was the brainchild
of Oregon’s NRECA Director
Bryan Wolfe, a longtime
supporter of the group.
For the opening session in her
customary town-hall format,
NRECA CEO Jo Ann Emerson
fielded questions on the virtues
of hydroelectric power.
“Even the Secretary of Energy
has admitted that hydropower is
renewable,” she noted, to much
applause.
The resolutions process
was the centerpiece activity of
the afternoon session as the
committees passed a resolution
in support of a more balanced

Columbia River Treaty.
“It is important that our
national trade association
continue to engage in this issue,”
said ORECA Executive Director
Ted Case.
NRECA’s ACRE breakfast
contained its usual antics and
good-natured ribbing, but also
a poignant moment. Mike
Peterson, the Utah statewide
manager, was presented with
the Lewis and Clark Award
for political activism. A wellrespected leader in the electric
co-op program, Peterson has
been diagnosed with cancer and
is undergoing chemotherapy.
He attended all of the regional

meeting.
The final session included
a stellar panel titled, “Game
Changing Innovations,” with
a CEO from each region.
Steve Eldrige, CEO of
Umatilla Electric, discussed the
importance of meeting the needs
of members.
“We have to truly understand
their changing expectations,” he
said.
Despite the challenges, Eldrige
was unabashed about the
cooperative way.
“We have the best business
model for the delivery of
electricity in the world,” he said.

Umatilla Electric CEO
Steve Eldrige, left,
appeared on a regional
panel with NRECA’s
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A Look at the Region VII and IX Meeting

Clockwise from top left: Native American Youth Association dancers kicked of the regional meeting. Rose Etta Ansotegui, Umatilla Director with
Tom DeLong, Golden Valley Electric Association Director in Fairbanks, Alaska. ORECA’s Executive Director Ted Case signs copies of his book, Power
Plays. OTEC Director Charlene Chase receives her Credentialed Cooperative Director Certificate from NRECA CEO Jo Ann Emerson with Douglas
Director Robert Poage in background.

Energy Chair Shuffle in Capitol
Both of the Oregon Legislature’s
Environmental Committee chairs
announced this month that they would
not be ressuming their seats for the
next full-length legislative session.
State Rep. Jules Bailey (D-42)
recently
launched his
campaign for
the Multnomah
County
Board of
Commissioners.
Bailey, chairman
of the House
Energy and
Rep. Jules Bailey
Environment

Committee, has been an authority on
energy policy since he was elected to
the legislature in 2008. Bailey will serve
as chairman through the rest of his
term.
On the Senate side, Sen. Jackie
Dingfelder (D-23) is resigning from
her seat to accept a position as policy
director for Portland Mayor Charlie
Hales. In her nearly 13 years in the
legislature, she has served several
terms as Chairwoman of the Senate
Committee on Environment and
Natural Resources.
“This shift is consequential for
ORECA as we have worked closely
with both of these legislators,” said

ORECA Kicks Off
Information Technology
Committee
Salem Electric asked ORECA to start a new
IT committee to help co-op staff stay on
the cutting edge of information/computer
system technology and to share ideas with
other co-ops. The IT Committee kicked off
its first meeting on October 28 in Salem.
The committee discussed everything from
substation and cybersecurity to AMR and
smart grid rollout.
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Get the ‘Big Picture’ at ORECA Annual Meeting
Perspective from the ORECA president

In the
RED
ZONE



One of the most effective techniques in storytelling
is the use of conflict. Tension has long been proven
effective in capturing and keeping readers’ and viewers’
interest. And when the storyline hits close to home,
you have a surefire winner.
That’s why the upcoming ORECA annual meeting in
Salem in December already looks like a hit. In one of
the featured sessions, PNGC Power CEO John Prescott
will moderate a panel discussion, “The Energy Big
Picture,” featuring two sharp-thinking and politically
savvy men who sit on opposite sides in the renewable
energy debate.
Rich Glick, director of government relations for
Iberdrola Renewables, will square off with Buckeye
Power CEO, Tony Ahern. Glick’s company is the
country’s second-largest wind generator and he once
served as senior policy adviser to former U.S. Energy
Secretary Bill Richardson. Ahern is one of the nation’s
leading voices questioning renewable energy policies.
This promises to be a fascinating and informative clash
of views from two men who believe strongly in their
positions.
That debate will have to acknowledge that some
co-op members are passionate renewable energy

Duly
Noted

At Lane Electric’s annual meeting on
October 28, 2013, incumbent Director Loy
Sparks was defeated by Jack Billings in
representing the Central District on Lane’s
Board of Directors.

advocates, and we are faced with the challenge of
addressing their expectations, while managing costs.
A follow-up session, “How to Bring Community Solar
to Your Members,” by Mark Vogt, CEO of WrightHennepin Cooperative of Rockford, Minnesota, will
show how cooperatives might meet that challenge.
Our annual event takes place on the heels of the
50th anniversary of President John F. Kennedy’s
assassination, which makes it all but certain our
luncheon speakers on the meeting’s final day will
captivate the room. We will hear from Clint Hill, the
Secret Service agent who was the first to reach the
mortally wounded president’s limousine that day, and
journalist Lisa McCubbin, who collaborated with Hill
on his book recounting one of the darkest tragedies in
our country’s history.
Of course, the ORECA meeting will include
important educational sessions and valuable updates,
so be sure to review the full agenda. As I did so, the
appearances I’ve noted jumped out at me and made
it clear we will have an exceptional gathering. I look
forward to seeing each of you there.
				—Dave Markham

In the post-annual organizational director’s meeting,
the board elected Director Chris Seubert as president
of the board.
Jim Hill, board director at Lane Electric recently
announced his retirement after 39 years of service.

ORECA Annual Meeting
December 3-5, 2013
Salem Conference Center
Last year’s annual meeting featured Capt.
Alan Bean, one of only 12 people to
ever walk on the moon. This year’s main
speaker also has a one-of-a-kind story.
Clint Hill is the U.S. Secret Service
agent who was the first person to reach
President John F. Kennedy’s motorcade in
Dallas, Texas, after he was mortally shot.
Hill will speak at Thursday’s lunch. He also
will autograph copies of his book, Mrs.
Kennedy and Me, published in 2012 with
co-author Lisa McCubbin.
			—Lisa Logie

Above, Clint Hill jumps on the presidential limousine, as captured on
the Zapruder film; copyright Sixth Floor Museum, Texas School Book
Depository
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Magnum Power
Profiling ORECA’s associate members

Mike Peterson, wearing the coveted raccoon-skin award cap,
won the 2013 Lewis and Clark Award at the NRECA District 7
and 9 meeting in Portland.
Lane Electric CSR Audra Haines, Coos-Curry Director Jim Kolen
and Salem Electric Member Services Coordinator Debbie
Addison display the cooperative spirit as volunteers during
the regional meeting.

Magnum Power began as a family-owned business changing
out power poles and replacing bad cables. It has evolved into
a company that bids on $20 million complex transmission,
distribution and underground projects.
“We represent the highly skilled end of the electric industry,”
said Dan Ritola, Magnum’s president/owner. “We’ve become
known as the contractor that takes on the most challenging
projects.”
To do these projects, such as long spans, river crossings and
work within sensitive habitats, Magnum Power relies on the
latest technology and innovation.
In September, when a fast-moving lightning storm knocked
out power in Umatilla Electric Cooperative’s service area,
Magnum sent two crews to help restore power. The company has
helped West Oregon with power restoration, too. Another co-op
project was installing steel poles for a UEC substation in 2011.
Magnum Power believes in hard work, honesty and in hiring
talented, passionate people. The company is still family owned,
with the two Ritola brothers as the primary stockholders. Both
started out as journeymen linemen.
“This family feeling remains as the cornerstone of the
company’s culture,” said Ritola.
					—Lisa Logie

ORECA congratulates
West Oregon Director
Robert VanNatta,
who married Martha
the day after the
regional meeting.

Case in Point

I want to extend a sincere thanks to all the volunteers
who helped pull off a flawless NRECA Regional
Meeting in Portland. NRECA relies heavily on
local talent to execute the meeting, and our crew
was the best in the business. Among those who
volunteered with registration were Lou Ann Wolfe
and Heather Anderson from Central Electric; Sarah Rossi
from West Oregon; and Jo Campbell from Consumers Power.
Ambassadors included Julie Farmer, John Murray and

Audra Haines from Lane Electric; Debbie Addison
and Britni Davidson-Cruickshank from Salem
Electric; and Coos-Curry Electric directors in those
cool yellow vests: Cheryl McMahan, Jim Kolen and
John Herzog. Special thanks to Brenda Somes of
Ruralite for photographing the event, and to Rachel
Kloor of my staff for coordinating the wonderful gift bags. We
will be in Nebraska next year. We raised the bar very high for
our Cornhusker friends.
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